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Non-Being for the sake of expressing an entity which is beyond
any expression. And if we term it Non-Being it is due to our
inability to express it in a better way. In any case, Non-Being
cannot be Nihil.

When we say Being, says Sri Aurobindo, came out of
Non-Being, we refer to the element of Time. It is a contrary-
affirmation of its freedom from all cosmic existence, as Being
presupposes cosmic existence. The Non-Being permits the Being
just as Silence permits Activity, or, in other words, it is the
Silence which gives meaning to Activity.  Without Silence
Activity cannot exist. The Reality is thus made up of both.
Non-Being and Being are the different states of Reality, obverse
and reverse affirmations.

Time and Space are the two categories of our consciousness,
conditions under which we arrange our perceptions of pheno-
mena. So long as we remain on the pedestal of individual
consciousness taking a limited view of Reality, the categories of
Time and Space appear to us to be something objective as the
phenomenon itself. For there is no doubt that the phenomenon
is conditioned by Space and Time which are its qualities. They
are not abstract conceptions as long as we are in the phenomenon.
For Matter, to be real, is made up of "events" having both space
and time simultaneously. But we get quite a different picture
when we look at existence itself. Time and Space disappear
in the infinite consciousness. The conception of nearness or
distance disappears as also of past and future. For every thing
is then near and far off, past and future. It is "this", or existence
itself. If there is duration, it is not temporal but psychological.
The extension and duration represent to the mind some-
thing not translatable into intellectual terms but merged into
one eternity, an all-containing, all-pervading point without
magnitude.

Space and Time are the two nodal points of Becoming.
But the very conception of movement carries with it the idea of
energy abstaining from action, an absolute not in action is purely
and simply absolute existence. Also movement can be under-
stood in relation to potentialities of repose. If the indefinable
action alone is true without any repose it means we have the
"Nihil" of the Buddhists who believed in the eternal wheel of
action, of karma, of movement. It is comparable to a stair-case
without a support in the void. And hence along with the pure
existent, the becoming, the energy and movement are also a
fact, a reality. We have thus the fact of Being and Becoming.
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